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LESS THAN ZERO

DRAMA/TEEN The film Stars

College Andrew McCarthy as Clay
Friendship Jami Gertz as Blair
Drug abuse Robert Downey Jr. as Julian
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The beginning

ACT ONE

Robert Downey Jr.

The character was an exaggeration of myself. Then things
changed and, in some ways, | became an exaggeration
of the character. That lasted far longer than it needed to
last

Clay Easton (Andrew McCarthy) is a straitlaced on the
East Coast of the United States, who returns home to Los Angeles,
California, for Christmas to find things very different from the way he left
them. His high school girlfriend and now (Jami Gertz), has
become and has been having B2 with his high school

SR ET e ANVERRWELS (Robert Downey Jr.). Julian, whose life has gone
downhill after his startup [fee R DA &=, has become a

EGLS. He has also been SRR AICRE lAfor stealing to support his
habit and reduced to [ EEaEee. Julian is also being hassled by his

dealer, an old classmate named Rip (James Spader), for a [s[=le]fel 310K 0[0[0]

that he owes to him.
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The middle

ACT TWO

In 2010, Ellis Published a loose Sequel to less than zero

Imperial Bedrooms takes place 25 years after the events in Less
Than Zero, and with the same cast of characters. Ellis got the
idea to revisit the past after he re-read Less Than Zero I wanted
to know where Clay was after | finished reading Less Than Zero,”
As it furned out, Clay is a screenwriter back in L.A., still haunted
by his past.

Clay's relationship with Blair rekindles and S[LEENel=1gt\Yi{o] @ ol=Tele] g [=F5
MIENGENE. His addiction is worsening and since he does not have the

money to pay off his debt, Rip forces him to become a to work it
off. After suffering through a night of and hiding from Rip, Julian
oI [o [N e Mo [VIR=TaleflbEgsS his father Nicholas Pryor to help himSaRalERE¢
day, Julian tells Rip his plans for sobriety, which Rip does not accept. Rip
SR MR EUR RO i i s A s atfluent gay men in palm springsk
Clay finds Julian and rescues him; after a violent confrontation with Rip
and his henchman, Clay, Julian and Blair all escape and begin the
through the desert so Julian can attempt to achieve once
LR MW EEIMthe damage has already been doneMl R Rlelaalale)

Julian dies from [EEREINENin the car.
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The end

ACT THREE

My feelings

| found it relatable as a student and a millennial, its hard to keep
track of time when people around you don’t understand you and
they don’t see the world as you do, | feel stuck and | cannot do
anything to change it as the result of what | am today is what | did
in past, the guilt is heavy.

However life gives you chances and you need to learn how 1o
adapt and keep moving forward in life.

After MEIEQERIEIEY, Clay and Blair are sitting on a cemetery bench
reminiscing about him. Clay then tells Blair that he is returning to the East
Coast and wants her to go with him. She agrees to his offer. The film ends

with a of the three of them at [S]EE I EUL0L.

Plot 3




THE END

Tragic

Characters

Robert Downey Jr.
staring
as

Julian Jami

Jami Gertz
staring
as

Blair

Graduation

Andrew McCarthy
staring

as

clay




LOST IN THE CHAQOS

EXPRESSIVE

| been going through it

This snapshot got my attention when for the first time | saw it on one of my
accounts on Instagram which suggests movies which are made to feel.

Always wonder where the days go
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REVIEW

CRITICS

IMDB Rotten tomatoes
6.4/10 51/10

In Beverly Hills, you can have A movie that knows cocaine
anything your heart desires. inside out and paints a
portrait of drug addiction that &
is all the more harrowing
because

. ittakes place in the Beverly
Hills fast lane, in a world of

wealth, sex, glamour and
helpless self-destruction.

§

You just can't have it the way |
it used to be.

Y

It only looks like the good life. //

\\




PART 1

NEW YORK TIMES

The Original Script Adhered To The Novel

Producer Marvin Worth optioned Less Than Zero before it was even
published and hired Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Michael Cristofer to
adapt the book for the big screen. In Cristofer’s script, like in Easton’s book,
it’'s mentioned that Clay is bisexual and a casual drug user. “I think the
script was commercial,” Worth told The New York Times, *

because it had something gripping to say about the dilemma of a
generation to whom nothing matters.

It wasn't really a drug film. It was about people who were destroyed by
having had everything.”




PART 2

NEW YORK TIMES

More Exotic and Less Nihilistic

The studio, on the other hand, thought the material was too dark to be a
commercial hit and had producer Jon Avnet take over. "I had no interest
in the Cristofer script,” Avnet told The New York Times. "I felt it was so
depressing and so degrading. A crucial element of the American dream
had gone haywire, and you had to put it in recognizable form in a movie,
not just shock people.” Thus, Harley Peyton came onboard to rewrite the
script and made Clay the clean-cut moral center.




Relatable

MY PERSONAL VIEW

You can have everything in life
and you would still be unhappy.

Feelings like love, hate and

anger should be expressed ?
through words and friendly

gestures.

Friendship is really important in /
life, reading between the lines, ; "
empathy things like these helps ' | /

you to keep moving forward in
life

When you invest your whole life N

in something and it fails, that 9
failure shatters you to the core,

and that is called hurt, what you

W invest in might be career, goals,
# relationships and your dreams.

During this hurt we need love,
affection, constant support &
care from our loved ones those
are friends and family to help us
gather our shattered pieces and
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